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Bethania: 

A Fresh Look at Its Birth 

Introduction and Thanks 

The following pages are translations of a selection of 
documents relating to the founding of the Moravian village of 
Bethania in Wachovia. North Carolina. in the summer of 1759. 
For the most part they are taken from contemporary letters 
and reports sent to Moravian centers in Europe and filed in the 
Moravian Church Archives in Herrnhut. Gennany. There 
these documents fonned part of a series of documents, cata
loged as R.14.B. No.2. c and d. relating to the establishment of 
the Moravian settlements of North Carolina. l Copies of these 
documents were secured for the Southern Province Archives 
during the administration of Dr. Thomas J. Haupert as 
Archivist. Several of them are now offered here in transla
tion. since they reveal interesting insights and details to 
supplement the usual treatments of the founding of Bethania. 
This is not to say that the infonnation herein has never been 
discovered before. For instance, Dr. Daniel B. Thorp made use 
of microfilms of these documents in writing his doctoral 
dissertation and in his The Moravian Community in Colonial 
North Carolina: Pluralism on the Southern Frontier (Knox
ville: University of Tennessee Press. 1989). This is the first 
time however. that complete translations and lengthy extracts 

1 The Library of Congress secured microfilms of many docu
ments from this series earlier in this century. 
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from the documents themselves have been made available to 
the general public. 

Thanks are due to Dr. Inge Baldauf, Moravian Archivist in 
Herrnbut. Germany. for her earlier assistance in making these 
microfilms aVailable. We appreciate the generosity of Susan 
Taylor and Salem College for kindly allowing us to use their 
microfilm printer to secure print copies of several documents 
for greater ease of translation. Thanks are also due to the Rev. 
Vernon Nelson. Moravian Archivist in Bethlehem. Pennsyl
vania. and to Dr. Lothar Madeheim. AsSistant Archivist there. 
for kindly providing a photocopy of the results of the Synod 
held in Lancaster. Pennsylvania. in May of 1759. 

This is not a complete translation of all the documents 
relating to the founding of Bethania. but it does hit the high 
spots. By way of additional background. one may note that the 
founding of small farming villages was one of several possi
bilities discussed earlier by Bishop August Gottlieb Spangen
berg. Moravian Administrator in America. and other church 
leaders as a means of producing revenue from the large but 
almost entirely undeveloped Wachovia tract to benefit the 
finanCially strapped church in Europe. Bethania. then. did not 
happen by accident or come about by whim. but was part of the 
overall Moravian design for utilizing all aVailable resources 
as good stewards of the Lord. 

Set in the midst of the dangers of the French and Indian 
War. the 18th century Moravians kept careful records of all 
that transpired as the new little village was begun. even care
fully setting down the weather for each day. We can be thankful 
that they did. for what we have is not only a series of valuable 
historical documents. but also a good story of life in the wilds 
of the North Carolina frontier. 
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Christian Gottlieb Reuter: 

Brief Report 
concerning 

Bethania 
1759 

L 

We lived through the winter here in Wachovia in quiet 
peace. Since in the previous year in Pennsylvania a major 
Indian treaty had been concluded. one expected no further 
disturbances. Otherwise. however. it was a hard winter for the 
land. because the cold was prolonged and the welshcorn had 
not done well last year. Thus there was a lack not only of 
fodder for the cattle. but also of bread for the people. Many 
who had been driven from their homesteads because of the 
Indian war were wandering around in great distress and 
misery. They had hope this year. however. that they would be 
able to return to their homes in peace. and right at the begin
ning of the new year they began to travel toward the New River 
and other places. This they did. even though they could hardly 
drive their cattle because of hunger. 

2. 

In the month of May there was a Synod in Pennsylvania at 
Lancaster. From there Br. Joseph [Spangenberg). Superin
tendent of the Brethren in America. accompanied by several 
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others. traveled to Wachovia brtnging with him the decision 
which had been passed that a new small Village (Bethania) 
should be begun here. Indeed. the decision was that it should be 
in the so-called Black Walnut Bottom. 

3. 

May 1: We heard that the Indians had murdered three men 
and boys on the Yadkin 30 miles from here (nine hours away). 
On the following day this report was investigated. and it was 
found to be true. and the dead were'buried. On the same day 
they had murdered eight people at Fort Tops [Dobbs). 40 miles 
from here. This distress began just at the time when people 
should be doing their planting. They began to flee again. Sev
eral of our neighbors. meanwhile. left their holdings. and were 
of the opinion that they could not maintain themselves better 
than to draw together and begin a village. However. as is often 
the case with such people who have no leader. they were not of 
one mind. 

4-

Sun. May 6: Toward evening as the sun was setting. a man 
came riding in bringing with him a pretty child of about two 
years old. whom the Sisters took under their care. The man 
said he had come upon the chUd in the wilderness and did not 
know whose it was. He said there had been about 40 people 
gathered together at Isaac Ferry's when a man from the lower 
parts of the Yadkin ran in crying that they should hurry as fast 
as they could. for the Indians were right behind him and were 
murdering everyone they met. At this. he said. there was such 
a "howling" among the people as he had never heard in his life. 
In Bethabara we were concerned about our neighbors to make 
sure they heard about this and would not be fallen upon un
awares. For ourselves. we made ready for defense and melted 
and molded all the lead we had left. so that we would have a 
supply of musket balls. 

lS. 

Wed. May 9: The sheriff. Mr. Edward Hughes. sent a 
grievous letter to Bethabara -saying that the Indians had him 
completely surrounded in his house. in which there were seven 
other men. and he asked for help. As things turned out upon 
investigation. this danger. like the alarms of the 6th. proved to 
be false. Yet such things work upon one's spirit just as if they 
were indeed true. One starts another running. and this alarms 
another party. and so on. until a whole crowd of people are 
running whom no one is chasing. Thus many refugees came 
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here who had made such a hasty departure that some of them 
had left the food sitting upon their tables. There came more 
and more tales of murders having been committed. Part of 
them were true. but many were not. It was said that 500 
Cherokee Indians were out killing people. The number of those 
fleeing who took refuge here. at our mill is now 25 families. 
which with wives and children makes 119 persons. 

6. 

Among the refugees at the mill there are also many who 
gladly hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ. These are people who 
have already been chased here from the New River and their 
homesteads several times before. By this means they have 
become acquainted with the Brethren. Up to this point they 
have indeed had no hope of coming into closer fellowship with 
the Moravian Church other than simply being neighbors and 
friends. Now. however. the situation is exceptional. in that 
they have been driven here just when Brother Joseph is ar
riving [to found a new village). and when they themselves have 
developed an inclination to live together in a village. 

7. 

Today on the 25th oj May there came once more another 
Indian alarm. which we thought was false like the ones before 
it. Yet on the 26th a man came who had been wounded by two 
shots from the savages. but had managed to make his way here 
and was afterwards restored to health by Br. Kalberlahn. The 
man's companion. though. was dead. These things caused the 
people to stay on here even though most of them wanted to go to 
their homesteads again. 

8. 

May 30: There arrived in Bethabara: 
Brother Christian Seidel as pastor [Ordinarius) in Wa

chovia. accompanied by his wife. 
Our Brothers and Sisters the Kalberlahns. the Hermann 

Loesches. the Kramers. the Beroths. and the Michel 
Ranckes. 

The reason for this. as I think. is so that things would be 
hurried along with Bethania. because the Oeconomte in Beth
abara was becoming too strong. 

9-

June 4: There came again a new Indian alarm. and it was 
said that the Cherokees had truly declared war throughout 
North Carolina and Virginia. After that. still more refugees 
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came. and it looked as though we were going to be the last ones 
left behind. and that everyone beyond us was going to run 
away. Yet eventually some soldiers came. and on the 18th of 
June 10 men. and on the 21st another 12 men rode through. 

10. 

June 5: In the afternoon at 4 o'clock Brother Joseph and 
his wife arrived in Bethabara. the text for the day being: "My 
heart aad learned and experienced much. as one can tell by 
observing me." 

11. 

June 12: The place at Black Walnut Bottom. where ac
cording to the Savior's direction2 Bethania is to be built. was 
inspected and decided upon. Present were: 

Br. Joseph and his wife 
and 

David Bischof 
Christian Seidel 
Jacob Loesch 

12. 

Br. Kramer. Rancke. Holter. 
Reuter 

And from Bethlehem: 
Br. Jacob Bonn and Martin 

Hirt 

June 14: The sick daughter (an older girl) of Sponbauer (a 
refugee at the mill) was baptized by Br. Christian. After her 
baptism she bore witness to everyone who came to her about 
the love of the Savior in so remarkable a way that all of her 
friends and acquaintances who visited her were very moved 
and went away from her with tears in their eyes. It was 
thought that she was going to die. but instead she recovered. 
Meanwhile. this had brought about a great time of reflection 
among the people concerning themselves. 

IS. 

June 20: Several sketches of different possible layouts for 
the new little village were made. and finally a deciSion was 
reached on how it should be laid out and completed. 

14-

June 25: I have prepared a clean copy of the plan for 
Bethania and have labeled it with the letter "B" (since 

2 Determined through the Lot. the prayerful asking of the Lord 
by the drawing of a scripture verse indicating a yes or no or 
a blank. 
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"June 20: Several sketches of different possible layouts for 

the new little lJil1.age were made, and..ftnaJ1y a dectsiDn was 
reached. on how it should. be laid out and completed.· On these 
three pages are sketches for Bethania, all of them dated JWle 
13, 1759. The one on this page is August Gottlieb Spangen
berg's version. showing building lots surrounding a true 
square. The one on page 8 by Christian Seidel and the one on 
page 9 by Christian Gottlieb Reuter have the building lots in a 
more linear arrangement along the main street. Note that all 
three sketches allow for 24 building lots, not the 30 lots called 
for in the General Agreements (page 12) or mentioned by 
Spangenberg in his September 10, 1759, report (page 20). 
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Bethabara is "A") SO that in the future one can be guided by it in 
building and staking out additional land. 

Us. 
June 30: In the presence of Br. Joseph and Br. Christian. 

Bethania was staked out. and the street and the square as well 
were marked with pegs. 

16. 

Sun., July 1: Eight families from among the refugees at the 
mill have sent to Bethabara a letter which they have Jointly 
signed. In this they earnestly declare that they had recognized 
the truth of the Brethren's teaching and experienced the power 
of the blood of Jesus Christ upon their hearts (in part the first 
time they came to our place of worship). For that reason they 
would like to be under the care of the Moravian Church. 
Secondly, they desire to allow themselves to be guided and 
helped in their external affairs, since at the present time they 
cannot return to their homesteads. 

17. 

July 2: The above circumstances with the letter were 
communicated to the congregation in Bethabara early in the 
morning at the reapers' lovefeast. Afterward. conSideration 
was given to those matters which concerned external circum
stances: that truly there would be too many cattle here in the 
immediate neighborhood, and that the Savior had allowed it 
to happen that they came Just at the time when we were want
ing to start a new village, and also that one could hardly do 
anything else but to keep and maintain these people. For all 
these reasons it was decided that the following eight families 
could help with the beginning of the new little vlllage. These 
were the families of: 

Heinrich Sponbauer 
Martin Hausser 
Georg Hausser 
Michel Hausser 

18. 

Friedrich Schorer 
Heinrich Schorer 
Johannes Strub 
Philipp Schaus 

July 8: Agreement was reached on the brothers and sisters 
[for the new villagel. and in the evening in a meeting of the 
congregation's communicant members it was announced who 
from here was to move to Bethania. 

Also the contract which had been drawn up was read to the 
eight families from the mill, and they all found it to be good. 
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July 9: A road from Bethabara to Bethania which would be 
good for traveling was found and staked out. which like all 
main roads is to be two rods (Ruthenl Wide. 

July 10: The road which we marked out yesterday was 
roughly hewed out. and the first wood for a small house in 
Bethania was felled. 

July 12: The first sill in Bethania was laid. This was on lot 
no. 19. where the Grabses are to move. 

Sun. July 15: Lots were drawn to detennlne which pieces of 
property the congregation members are to receive. 

JuLy 18: Brother and Sister Grabs moved today. and 
Brother Joseph conducted the first Liturgy there (in Bethania). 

July 19: The orchards were staked out. 

JuLy 22: Lots were drawn for the property of the other 
people (the mill families). and they drew the slips of paper 
themselves. 

And so then Bethania was begun. 
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General Agreements 

EstabUshed with All 
the Inhabitants of Bethania 

A. Bethania shall have 2.000 acres of land. which is soon to be 
staked out. 

B. It is laid out for 30 families. and to each lot 60 rods for a 
building site and two and one half acres for an orchard are 
measured off. When they (who live there) have this cleared. 
then these properties will be staked out again for them. 

e. There is no rule that hereafter they must all have the same 
amount. Rather. one who is equal to much receives much. 
and one who does not wish to have much. or is not equal to 
it. is not compelled to it. 

D. It shall always be staked out for them again when they 
(either one or several of them) need it. Thereby one will get 
orderly roads. which in the hilly land around here is very 
important. 

E. No one. however. shall be held back when he needs some
thing in this regard. But no one shall have measured out 
for himself more than he thinks he can clear quickly. so 
that fields and wilderness will not become mixed up con
fusedly with one another. Since in the present circum
stances no one needs any wilderness area for his own. he 
therefore shall have none. at least in the nearby area. until 
things have progressed to a more extensive order. This is 
so that the best land will not remain as wilderness. 

F. Because they now will not be able to remain equal and will 
not have equal hardships to bear. therefore it is stipulated: 
When their free years are over they shall give whatever 
amount is fixed for each acre of cleared land and for every 
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piece of pasture land. How much this will be has not yet 
been detemuned. however. 

G. Each and every inhabitant in Bethabara [the writer obvi
ously meant Bethania] has three years free so as to be able 
to clear land first. and then will give from the land that he 
has cleared what is due from the acres and pasturage. 

B. The Unity (Moravian Church] will at all times pay the quit
rent on the 2.000 acres. whether they be cleared land or 
wilderness. 

J. It is not forbidden to the inhabitants to shoot on these 
2.000 acres. yet no one shall go out hunting on a regular 
basis. Wolves and other vermin they shall seek to exter
minate communally. 

K. The Unity. and consequently its Ranger. always has the 
light to hunt on this 2.000 acres Just as on the rest of the 
Unity's land. 

L The inhabitants of Bethania have [the right to] the man
agement and keeping of anJrnals on these 2.000 acres. and 
also [the light to] firewood. Wood for building and making 
ratls. which one does not have on his own lot. shall be 
assigned to him. 

M No one shall burn brush on his holding. but every year it 
shall be considered where this is to be done. Generally. 
however. fire should come (Le .• be applied] one time to a 
marked off area so that wood for building and the Uke will 
grow for those who come after us. 

N. Right at the beginning when these 2.000 acres are staked 
out. a piece of it should be chosen and set aside for the 
cutting of wood. 

0. Even during the free years every inhabitant of Bethania 
must personally pay what is due for assessments and taxes 
(both provincial and county taxes) as each person is gen
erally obUged to do by the laws and ordinances of the land. 

P. Everyone is to be obedient to the regulations and statutes 
given for Bethania by the Unity. Especially stipulated is 
what one expects and will receive from the Directory of the 
Brethren in Europe in the time of the three free years. and 
one as well as another is to submit to these. 

13 
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Specific Agreements 

With the New Inhabitants at Bethania 
Who Will Now be Considered as 

Members of a Society3 

A. Although the war and the murders committed by the 
Indians is one main reason why one has allowed them to 
move to Bethania. yet it is a fundamental principle that no 
one is knowingly to be allowed to live among us who does 
not love the dear Savior. 

B. Much less can one remain there who leads others astray 
and would alienate them from the Savior and His wounds. 

C. Accordingly. these eight families will at first be allowed to 
move to. Bethania for three years. (By and large they are 
fine people. and most believe simply that they will remain 
there.) They are to clear as much land as they can and 
wish. yet only as this is allotted and staked out for them. 
Whoever remains there after the three years have elapsed 
shall give something for each acre and pasture and be gen
erally constrained as is expressed in the General Agree
ments. However. in the case of anyone who goes away after 
the stated time. the cleared land. fenced or not. with all 
improvements and buildings which he has constructed. 

3 Requirements for membership in a Society portion of a 
congregation were less rigorous than Gemeine member
ship. 

14 

r 



shall be relinquished free of charge to the Brethren in 
consideration of the three years' free use which he has had 
of it. 

D. At the end of the three-year period a new contract shall be 
made with anyone who wishes to remain there and receives 
permission to do so. 

E. Brother David Bischoff has been named to make the 
contract with them and to have it duly signed before the 
Justice. 

Brother Joseph ·in a separate attachment. which also was 
read out to them. placed before them the following things. 
among others: 
1. They are to conduct themselves scrupulously according to 

all the regulations and conditions which are made for 
Bethania and which are publicized to its inhabitants. This 
applies not only to their own persons. but also to their 
children and whoever belongs to their family. 

2. Not only must they not make difficulties for the Brethren 
who are placed in positions of authority and who thus have 
something to say about keeping the regulations. but they 
must obey them whenever those Brethren bring to their 
attention matters relating to their area of responsibility. 

3. They must conduct themselves in accord with the laws of 
the land (as is the proper duty of subjects of the crown). and 
if they inadvertently do something which should not be 
done according to the law code of this province. they shall 
willingly allow themselves to be pointed to what is right. 

4. If they depart before the stated two or three years are over. 
they do not have the power to transfer any of the land 
which is granted for their use for two or three years to 
anyone else. whosoever it may be. other than to the 
Brethren from whom they hold it. 

fS. Each one is to give proper attention to his family and 
household. and if he does not do that. but falls into going 
off hunting and other such things. as is so common here in 
Carolina. and does not change in this when it has been 
brought to his attention. this person cannot live in Beth
ania. 

N.B. 

When the people in the new settlements (this applies to 
Brethren as well as to others) receive statutes and contracts. it 
must necessarily be agreed upon and clearly told and promised 
to them how they are to hold the land. however things may be 
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now; otheIW1se there is always an uneasy situation about it. 
Namely [it must be clear): 

a. Whether they have it absolutely as their personal pos
session, 

b. Or whether they have it as entailed property. 
(In both these cases it may be passed on as an inheritance) 

c. Or whether they have it for a stated period of time: 10, 
20, 30 years. 

d. Or whether they are merely managing It, 
e. Or whether there are conditions under which they will 

be able to get It as their personal property through 
purchase. 

For the present, one doesn't know anything else at all (which 
needs to be said). 

We expect a decision soon on these matters. 
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Part II 

Supplementary Documents 

• • • 

Letter from Eight Families 
at the Mill 

Requesting to be taken under the care 
of the Moravian Church 

(July 1, 1759) 

Our heartfelt greetings to you firstly in our dear and 
beloved Savior Jesus. much-loved friends and brethren: Since 
our dear Savior according to his inexpressible love and mercy 
and only-wise direction has been pleased to permit himself to 
have dealings with us poor sinners. and on that account has 
used all sorts of means and ways to save us poor human beings 
and to draw us out of our ruined state. and especially through 
this grievous time of war has so ordained that we had to take 
our flight as refugees to the Brethren and have finally become 
acquainted with them. and also have thus had various oppor
tunities to hear the pure Gospel of His incarnation. sufferings. 
and death. and through the grace of the Holy Spirit have been 
awakened and convinced through the same that it is divine 
truths which we have heard. because we. in part in the first 
place. have felt and admitted the power of His blood to our 
hearts. and indeed out of the power of this grace have formed a 
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resolve to be wholly the Savior's. in both body and soul In time 
and eternity. and It is our purpose to remain so. as much as we 
know ourselves. and because. however. we ourselves are so 
poor and are miserable sinning WOImS. and without the Holy 
Sp1r1t's assistance cannot endure for a smgle moment. there
fore we have talked this over with one another communally in 
the Savior's name. and have resolved to present our request to 
the Moravian Church [Bruder-Gememl. and we Wish in a child
like spirit and simply ask. as may be thought best for us. to be 
taken into their pure care. and to do with us as the Savior 
desires: both without and within we wish to follow gladly and 
be obedient. as much as [is pOSSible forI poor sinners such as we 
are. and wish only to remain well-meaning friends and 
brethren. 

Martin Hauser 
Georg Hauser 
Michell Hauser 
Peter Hauser 
Danniel Hauser 
Hellurtch Spehnhauer 

Bethabara. July 1. 1759 

Johanns Strub 
Hellurtch Schor 
Phlll1p Scha~ 
Johannes Schor 
Johannes Spehnhauer 

Signatures of the householders on the July. 1. 1759. letter 
from the Mill familieS. 
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Extract from a Letter 
of Bishop Spangenberg 

to ComeUus van Laer 
(Moravian Officlalln the Netherlands) 

January 27.1759 

. . . I come now to the progress of congregational life of the 
Brothers and Sisters in Wachovia. This. according to the 
testimony of all the Brothers and Sisters who have been there 
themselves. is very fine. The peace of God rules among them. 
and the poor neighbors who have fled to them in the Indian 
war have felt this in their hearts. They come gladly to the 
public services. and have ordinarily conducted themselves 
properly in them. They would rather remain with the 
Brethren if that were allowed. 

Up to this point we have held an official visitation in 
Wachovia at least once a year. And therefore Br. Petrus 
(Boehler], Matthaeus [Hehl). Br. [Anton) Lawatsch. and our 
dear Anna Marta [Lawatsch) have been there. Also in the new 
year. perhaps in May. I am thinking of going there with my 
wife. At the present time. Br. Ettwein is there. because Br. 
Christian Seidel. the pastor there. was called to Bethlehem to 
marry on account of his office. Br. Kalberlahn. as doctor there. 
as well as Br. Kramer. Beroth. Rancke. and Henr. Loesch came 
[to Bethlehem. Pennsylvania) for the same purpose with Br. 
Lawatsch. and early in the new year they will return there. 
with God's help .... 

I am now thinking. if the Savior gives me the grace. to 
begin the first little village as soon as I arrive. The Brothers 
and Sisters cannot continue in the communal housekeeping in 
Bethabara as they have up to now. Otherwise it IBethabara) 
will become another Bethlehem. It is supposed. however. to be 
only a Unity farm .... 
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Extract from the Minutes 
of the Provincial Synod 

of the United Brethren in 
America 

Held In Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
from the 10th to the 13th of May, 

1759 

The first little village intended to be in Wachovia, for 
which Br. Joseph will make a proposal during his visitation 
there, with God's help and blessing, will be named Bethania. 

Report of Bishop Spangenberg 
Written at Bethabara 
September 10. 17159 

Concerning Bethania (Br. Petrus [Boehler) brought us this 
name from Europe for the first little village in Wachovia): In 
the morning on the 30th of June '59 we laid it out and and 
staked it out together. It is about three miles from Bethabara 
and lies at Black Walnut Bottom on a slightly sloping tract of 
country. The plan calls for 30 houses, and they are not too 
close to one another, so that each one will have room for 
barns, stables, or other out-buildings, and even have space for 
a small kitchen garden. Neither are they too far from one 
another, so that the inhabitants can better reach out a helping 
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hand to one another. They are also not too far away either for 
holding services and other meetings together. For every house 
there is an acre and a half. and - right behind the place - there 
is space for an orchard and room to grow cabbage. turnips. and 
the like. All other fields will come behind these orchards in 
the future. and perhaps will be set out in the manner which is 
usual for villages in Germany. 

Near the place lies bottom-land. which is partly of the wet 
sort and can be watered. and is excellent for pasture land. And 
part is of the dry sort. which is suitable for growing hemp. 
welshcorn. and the'like. There is so much of this. in fact. that 
one could hardly use it all. We have thought that it would be 
good if one would set out the boundaries for the whole district 
which belongs to Bethania. and that the Unity should keep in 
its hand all the land which has not been granted to this or that 
person as private property for building and meadow land. The 
inhabitants of Bethania were allowed the right to hunt in the 
forests belonging to the said village. though this does not mean 
that the Unity has given up its rights to hunt there. They are to 
have wood for building. ftres. and fencing in the district allot
ted to their village: yet this is to be done in good order. the 
details of which w1ll be worked out as time dictates in the 
future. Proprietary rights to minerals and to water for a m1ll 
were conceded to no one; rather. they remain for the Unity. All 
this then. as I hope. w1ll serve to cause Bethania to keep a 
careful eye on the area where its wood and pasturage is. in 
order to maintain everything in a good condition. Their fields. 
for the most part. are to be apportioned into winter. summer. 
and fallow plots. and each (holding] is to be surrounded by a 
rail fence. Thus much wood and work will be saved. for if each 
private landholder. as is done in Pennsylvania. has to put his 
fields within separate fences. that would necessitate the use of 
much more wood and work. 

The road from Bethabara and the mill to Bethania goes 
over nothing but dry firm ground. Water is a prime consider
ation there. On the one side. behind the building site. a spring 
wells up which flows down toward the place. And there the 
rivulets can be so divided up that in the beginning we thought 
to allow each person two acres. but upon the request of several 
Brethren. we have given them two and a half acres. 

Each family will have its own springhouse. Also. because 
it lies high up. one can bring the spring water right into the 
middle of the village in pipes. and let it spout up there. In addi
tion. the place has the Dorothea (Muddy Creek]. the little Bear 
Creek. and a couple of other little flowing streams in its 
district. Stones for building are also there and not far from the 
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place. The land which lies there is good and. as the Brethren 
believe. better that that around Bethabara. For meadows and 
pastures they have enough land. and perhaps more than they 
need. Of course. there is no shortage of that anywhere in 
Wachovia. A nice place for a mill is likewise not far from 
there. (Indeed. as Br. Reuter tells me. there is such a multitude 
of mill sites in Wachovia that one can hardly believe it.) At 
this site one can in time. without bringing too much land 
under water and without having to build an expensive dam. 
serve the area in this regard. If one should desire to extend 
Bethania for more families. there is the means to do that. One 
needs only to take a couple of lots from the orchard land. and 
thus one can easily construct a whole row of houses. 

Joseph 

Report of Bishop Spangenberg 
Written at Bethabam 
September 14, 1759 

Now I will report to you further how it went with Bethania. 
We selected for Bethania eight couples of our Brothers and 
Sisters in Bethabara. After we had discussed this with them 
thoroughly. this decision was announced to the congregation 
on July 8th of this year. These are. namely: the Grabses. the 
Biefels (he has since passed away into the arms and bosom of 
Jesus), the Op1zes. the Heges. the Beroths. the Ranckes. the 
Kramers. and the Christ. Schmidts. At the same time the plan 
for the Brethren's little villages in Wachovia was explained. 
That is: Although the Brothers and Sisters dwell by them
selves and are to care for their own families. they should not 
think on that account that they live for themselves as do other 
people in the world! No! Rather. they should always know that 
they belong to a Pilgrim-folk. so that they never get so settled 
here that the Savior may not have them as soon as he has need 
of them. They also should not live. because we dwell sepa
rately. Just to make a good living for ourselves. but are to take 
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part in the work of the congregation, both as a whole and in its 
individual parts. 

On the 9th and 10th they marked and hewed out the road to 
Bethania so that one can go there with a wagon. On the 12th 
they laid the first sill for a little house for Br. and Sr. Grabs, 
who were to move there right away so that they could cook for 
the workers and at the same time look after and milk the cows 
which we are giving to the Brothers and Sisters. Br. Christian 
Seidel held the first liturgy there, drawing attention to the 
beautiful text for the day, and afterwards the Brethren shared 
the kiss of peace with hearts clad with a sense of the closeness 
of the family of God. On the 13th they continued the work and 
also made a road for hauling stones for proper fireplaces. 

In the afternoon service the liturgical text (Note: We are 
still using last year's texts because we do not have this year's 
yet) was read: MSix days before the festival Jesus came to 
Bethany; Martha served, and Mary anointed the feet of Jesus." 
This provided the subject for a meditation which had as its 
aim that all who work in this little place, both now and in the 
times to come, may have these two occupations and characters, 
and that they may invite and cause Him who is so dear to them 
to visit this new Bethany daily. 

On the 15th the congregation in Bethabara was made aware 
that Br. and Sr. Grabs were to move to Bethania next Wednes
day. The other Brethren designated for Bethania were to go 
along too to clear some more land and to plant it with autumn 
seed so that they can have a harvest there next year, through 
God's grace and blessing. With the work, that is, clearing 
plowing, and fencing, they will continue through the winter, 
with God's help. Their wives will remain for the meantime in 
Bethabara until the Brethren from here can build a house in 
Bethania for each and every family. Meanwhile, we want to 
build a house right at the beginning set aside in Bethania for 
those who are working on the land to lodge in and have their 
liturgies. 

On the 16th they made a beginning on this abovementioned 
house with clearing the land, felling trees, etc. On the 17th the 
slll for it was laid. Br. Christian Seidel held the liturgy there, 
as he has taken a special interest in this first little Brethren's 
village. 

On the 18th Brother and Sister Grabs moved to Bethania, 
and the Brethren Hege, Biefel, Christoff Schmidt, and so forth 
began their work of clearing the land, etc. I then gave a medi
tation for all these workers in the little house on the Watch
word for the day: MI will fear no evil, for you are with me. Your 
rod and your staff comfort me." The content of this was: if we 
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live in his sacrifici'al death for us. and offer it with the con
stant enjoyment of His presence. then we should always 
consider that He will always take our part and reveal Himself 
as our protector. We then sang "Always to feel Him in our 
hearts; to make our houses pleasing to him. so that he oft will 
want to visit our house with his beloved presence. and with the 
whole merit of his life. bless us dear Lord and God." 

On the 19th the work continued. and Br. Reuter staked the 
orchards out. On the 2200 of July the building lots for the 
Germans of the Society were apportioned through drawing by 
lot. and the orchards were parceled out at the same time. Our 
Brethren deSignated for Bethania had already received theirs 
by drawing lots on the 15th of July. Since that time. the house 
has now been made ready where our Brethren working in 
Bethania are to lodge and have their liturgies for the time 
being. (Thus they sleep under a roof.) There is also a little 
room in it for the worship leader (Liturgus). Our Brethren of 
the Society (eight of them) have felled their building wood and 
have carried it to their bUilding sites. They have also made 
shingles. Two of them are already living there. namely Hein
rich Schor and Phillip Schaus. and they have already cleared 
some land for themselves and planted turnips. Georg Hauser 
has already framed out his house and made the shingles for it. 
Our Brethren are now fencing in 16 or 17 acres. of which sev
eral acres have been sown with turnips and wheat. and they 
think to get so far along that. with what has already been 
prepared. they will sow eight acres this autumn. 

Joseph 

Selections from the 
Wachovia Weather Diary 

1759 
[For days related to the founcUng of Bethania] 

Wed.. May 30 [arrival of new residents]: Cool morning. dew 
and red morning sky. Day bright and warm. Evening overcast. 
The Seidels and other Brothers and Sisters from Bethlehem 
arrived today. 

1Ues .• June 5 [arrival of Br. Joseph]: Bright and heavy dew. 
Thunderstorm at 10 in the evening. 
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1Ues .. June 12 (selection of site for Bethania): Dew. Some
what red at dawn. Day bright and beautiful. 

Thurs .. June 14 (baptism of Sponbauer's daughter): Heavy 
dew and bright. Day warm. Some barley is being cut today. 
The com and wheat which have been fertilized stand much 
nicer than the other and w1ll also be ripe sooner. 

Wed .. June 20 (selection of layout for Bethania): Overcast 
and cool. Day clear. Red sky at night. 

Fri.. June 29 (Bethania staked out): Bright and warm. Cool 
evening. 

Sun.. July 1 (letter received from refugees at mUll: Overcast 
and dry. Also windy. 

Sun.. July 8 (selection of Bethabara residents for Beth
ania): Heavy dew and bright the whole day. 

Mon.. July 9 (road to Bethania staked out): Bright. and 
heavy dew. Afternoon cloudy and warm. 

Tues .. July 10 (rough hewing of road): Cloudy. But soon 
bright. and warm wind. 

Thurs.. July 12 (beginning of first house in Bethania): 
Bright. and heavy dew. Thunderstorm in the afternoon. 
Evening overcast. 

Wed.. July 18 (Grabses move to Bethania): Fog. Afternoon 
cloudy and very warm. 

Thurs .• July 19 (orchards staked out): Cloudy. Afternoon 
thunderstorm and little rain. 

Sun.. July 22 (assigning of lots to eight mill families): Cool 
morning. Bright and warm. but windy all day. 
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